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“Where People Count”

Mayor Nicholas B. Blase’s
Holiday Message
Families celebrate this holiday season in
many different ways depending on their
religious beliefs, ethnicity, culture and
tradition. But the holiday ideal of "peace on
earth" is universal, and it holds special
meaning for us this year. As families come
together across America this holiday season,
many will mourn the loss of loved ones and
the absence of those who have been called to
serve their country.
Our enemy is not just one man and his
terrorist networks. In a country founded on
diversity and freedom, our enemy is
intolerance. Each of us can help create a
more tolerant world simply by treating each
other with understanding, kindness and
respect. This season of giving is the perfect
time to put those words into action by
donating your time and resources to help those
less fortunate in our community. Each time
you help another person, we all take another
step closer toward true peace on earth.

many families as possible during the holidays.
These families may be your neighbors or even
someone in your family. Food, toys and
clothing are the things that people need most
of all during the holidays. Let’s all try to
make this holiday season a happy one for all
of the Niles families. If you are interested in
donating anything, please contact the Niles
Family Services or the Niles Senior Center at
847-588-8000.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and
Village staff, I would like to wish each and
every one of you a joyous holiday season and
very happy new year.
Yours Truly,
Mayor Nicholas B. Blase
Trustee Kim S. Biederman
Trustee Robert M. Callero
Trustee Joe LoVerde
Trustee Bart T. Murphy
Trustee Louella Preston
Trustee Andrew Przybylo
Village Manager George R. Van Geem

The Niles Family Services tries to assist as

Teen Center News

Teen Center
Now Open at
Golf Mill!!

The Niles Teen Center is
now located at Golf Mill
Mall (just inside entrance 6).
It is open to all youth in
grades 6 through 12. The
Teen Center offers a safe
place for teens to participate
in programs, events,
community service
opportunities, receive
homework assistance,

Happy Holidays

socialize and play.
Upcoming programs
include a Teen Job
Connection with the Niles
Senior Center, "Dance,
Dance Revolution"
tournaments, movie nights,
arts/crafts and classes.
The annual membership
fee is $5 if you live in Niles
or attend a Niles school and
$20 for all others. See us at
www.nilesteencenter.org.

Our hours are Tuesday
through Friday 3:00 to 7:00
p.m.
The Youth Council has
meetings on Thursdays at
5:30 p.m. The Youth
Council is open to any
member who is interested in
taking on a leadership role.
For more information,
please contact Mark
Williams at 847-375-8949 or
at teencenter@vniles.com.
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Board of Trustees
Mayor
Nicholas B. Blase
Mayor@vniles.com

Trustees
Kim S. Biederman
ksb@vniles.com

Robert M. Callero
rmc@vniles.com

Joe LoVerde
jvl@vniles.com

Bart T. Murphy
btm@vniles.com
Mayor Blase and Niles Youth Coordinator Mark Williams cut the ribbon at the
Grand Opening of the new Niles Teen Center in Golf Mill Mall. Also shown
from left to right are Park Commissioner James Hynes, Village Trustee Louella
Preston, Trustee Bob Callero, Park Commissioner Elaine Heinen, Trustee Kim
Biederman, Maine Township Clerk Gary Warner, and Trustee Andrew Przybylo

Louella Preston
lbp@vniles.com

Andrew Przybylo
apz@vniles.com

Mayor Blase congratulates members of the Niles Police
Department for a job well done: George Alexopoulos, Nicholas
Beyer, Thomas Fragassi, Joseph Paglia, Thomas Polinski, Joseph
Romano & K-9 Max

Mayor Blase celebrates Chamber of Commerce Week with
Executive Director Katie DiMaria and members of the Niles
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Also shown are Trustees
Bob Callero, Joe LoVerde, and Andrew Przybylo

Mayor Blase, Trustee Bart Murphy, and Bill Dorgan of Cook
County Emergency Management Association recognize Fire Chief
Barry Mueller and ESDA Coordinator Harry Kinowski for
Certification of the Village’s Emergency Operations Plan

Mayor Blase, Trustee Bob Callero, & Trustee Louella Preston
show their support for the Niles Lions Club Candy Days.
Members of the Lions Club give away candy and accept donations
to help blind, visually impaired, deaf and hearing impaired
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Village Clerk’s Corner
Local Businesses Right Around The Corner

By Village Clerk Marlene J. Victorine

Get to Know What is in Your Neighborhood

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY
ELECTION

Several businesses in Niles occupy rather unique historical
positions and, over the next year, we will be featuring them in this
newsletter. Take time to visit them and all our businesses.
Skaja Terrace Funeral Home. For over 75 years Skaja
Funeral Homes has offered its families the very best service
available by remaining true to the old fashioned way of doing
business: treat everyone as if they were family. Skaja Terrace
Funeral Home is at 7812 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Niles.
Riggios. In 1952 Adreana Riggio, with her husband, Pasquale,
two sons and two daughters opened a little storefront pizzeria in
the Northcenter neighborhood of Chicago. Fifty-five years later,
the family carries on the proud heritage. Riggios is at 7530 W.
Oakton Avenue, Niles.
Callero & Catino Realty. Callero & Catino Realty began in
1956. Initially, Callero & Catino was a homebuilder and developer
of subdivisions in Niles and then they gradually began focusing
more on the resale of existing properties. Business has grown
steadily over the last 51 years. Callero & Catino Realty is at 7609
Milwaukee Avenue, Niles.
Edison Construction. Office interior development is
Edison Construction Company's specialty. Creating functional,
pleasing office environments has been Edison Construction's
primary business since 1966. Edison is at 6959 N. Milwaukee
Avenue, Niles.

Register to Vote: At Village Hall or any
Cook County Clerk's office. Bring a photo
ID and proof of residency. The last day to
register is January 8th.
Voter Qualifications: To register, you must
be a U.S. Citizen, at least 18 years old by
Election Day, and a resident of your precinct
at least 30 days prior to an election.
Early Voting: Voters in suburban Cook
County can cast ballots before Election Day
at designated locations without having a reason or excuse. Early voting begins January
14th through January 31st. A photo ID with
your address is required for early voting.
Absentee Ballot Applications: Available on
December 20th at www.voterinfonet.com or
at Village Hall. To vote absentee, you must,
by law, have a reason why you cannot make
it to your polling place on Election Day.
For more information, check out
www.voterinfonet.com or contact the
Village Clerk’s Office at 847-588-8003.

SHOP LOCALLY
Shop Niles This Holiday Season

ture that forwards calls while people are on vacation
and/or unavailable. As the result of this sort of telephone call and ruse, any subsequent calls from the number that was originally dialed will be charged to your
personal telephone account.
This is a SCAM and many of these calls to local residents are originating from inmates in the Cook County
Jail.
If you receive any type of call like this you must just
HANG UP!! Otherwise, YOU pay the BILL! If you
experience this con, please call the Police Department at
our non-emergency number of 847-588-6500.

Beware of Telephone Scams
By Police Chief Dean Strzelecki

Several residents have received
telephone calls from con-artists
who claim to be doctors, police officers, or even emergency workers. These con-artists then allege that there
is an emergency and that the resident should call a given
telephone number, preceded by *72 or 72#. When the
actual telephone call is made by the unsuspecting resident, there is NO answer.
Be aware that dialing “72” is a phone company feaVillage of Niles Newsletter
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Niles Sister Cities Program

Winter Storm Preparedness

By Denise Joseph, Sister Cities Coordinator

By Cook County Emergency Management Agency

Pisa Delegation Visits Niles

Winter brings with it dangerously cold temperatures
that can cause health and safety problems if you are not
prepared. If you have any older relatives, neighbors or
friends, check on them often to make sure they are
okay. If they do not have heat, call the Niles Police
Department at 847-588-6500. In an emergency dial 911.

In a continuing effort to expand
and nurture its Sister Cities program, village officials spent four
days hosting a delegation of
dignitaries from Niles' first sister
city, Pisa, Italy.
The delegation arrived in Niles
Mayor Nicholas B. on Wednesday, October 3rd. During
Blase and Mayor their visit, the visitors were shown
Paolo Fontanelli of sites and services both in the village
Pisa, Italy
and surrounding area, and met with
local officials to discuss future exchange possibilities.

RECOMMENDED WINTER ATTIRE
• Wear loose fitting, lightweight, warm clothing in several layers (the trapped air between the layers insulates). Layers can be removed to avoid perspiration and
subsequent chill.
• Wear outer garments that are tightly woven, water
repellent, and hooded.
• Wear a hat (half of your body heat is lost through the
top of the head).
• Wear mittens that are snug at the wrist. Mittens offer
better protection. Gloves allow your fingers to cool
much faster than mittens do.
• Cover the mouth and nose with scarves to help protect
lungs from cold air.
• Attempt to keep your feet as dry as possible. Wear
wool socks.

The Third Annual Taste of Sister Cities
The Niles
Sister Cities
Association hosted their third
annual Taste of
Sister Cities on
Sunday,
November 18,
Joe Annunzio, Trustee Louella Preston,
Assessore
Giovanni Viale, Giulia Lacerra,
2007 at the White
Mayor
Paolo
Fontanelli, Mayor Blase,
Eagle Banquets.
Consigliere Paolo Mancini, Trustee Bob
The event attractCallero, Trustee Joe LoVerde, Village
ed over 1,000
Manager George Van Geem
people who came
out to taste traditional cuisine from the countries of
Niles' four sister cities: Pisa, Italy; Nafplion, Greece;
Leixlip, Ireland; and Limanowa, Poland.
The event also included a silent auction and live
entertainment by The Grand Avenue Big Band and live
polish dancers. A children's activities room was also at
hand. It's important to come together and understand
each other's music, food and culture.

WINTER SURVIVAL KIT FOR TRAVELERS
• Cell phone and charger
• Blankets/sleeping bags
• Flashlight with extra batteries
• First-aid kit
• Knife
• High calorie, non-perishable food
• Extra clothing to keep dry
• A large empty can and plastic cover with tissues and
paper towels for sanitary purposes
• A smaller can and water-proof matches
to melt snow for drinking water
• Sack of sand (or cat litter)
• Shovel
• Windshield scraper and brush
• Tool kit and Tow rope
• Booster cables
• Water container
• Compass and road maps
• Extra mittens/gloves and hats
4
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Human Ser vices
Niles Senior Center

Free Tax Assistance

By Kelly Mickle, Director of the Niles Senior Center

Beginning February 5th, Niles
Senior Center AARP Tax-Aide
Counselors will provide FREE personal
income tax assistance to qualified
seniors in accordance with the guidelines established
between the IRS and the AARP Foundation. All TaxAide Counselors are certified by the IRS. Qualified
seniors may schedule a tax appointment beginning
Monday, January 28, 2008 by calling the Tax
Appointment desk 847-588-8440 Monday thru Thursday,
between the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. If you
have any questions regarding this program, please contact
MaryAnn at 847-588-8420.

Carbon Monoxide Program
Carbon monoxide poisoning
occurs after the inhalation of carbon
monoxide gas. Carbon monoxide is
colorless, odorless, tasteless, and
non-irritating, making it difficult for
people to detect. The Village of Niles Community
Development Department and Senior Center work
together to offer free residential inspections for carbon
monoxide and natural gas leaks. Appointments may be
scheduled by calling 847-588-8480.

4. When a WARNING is issued: avoid unnecessary
travel, stay indoors, if you must go out LAYER your
clothing, keep head/ears hands and mouth (to protect
lungs) covered, walk carefully on ice, if you shovel take
frequent breaks, the cold and wind make our bodies work
harder.

Winterize Your Life
By The Niles Healthy Community Partnership

Winter is fast approaching and
planning ahead is key to surviving all
that comes with the season. Here are
some tips from the American Red
Cross and the Center for Disease Control:

5. If you must travel by car: take extra blankets and
warm/dry clothes (as above), keep your gas tank FULL,
carry a Disaster Supplies Kit (as above), tell someone
your destination, route, and expected time of arrival. If
you get stuck STAY WITH YOUR CAR, tie a brightly
colored cloth on the antenna for rescuers to see, start the
car and turn on the heat 10 minutes each hour, make sure
the exhaust pipe is not blocked, do light exercises to keep
circulation flowing, keep one window away from you
open for fresh air.

1. Prepare a Winter Storm plan: have extra blankets
on hand, make sure everyone has a warm coat,
gloves/mittens, hat, and water resistant boots. Insulate
water pipes on exterior walls and have your chimney
inspected. Space heaters must be at least 3 feet from
anything to prevent fires. If the power goes out use
flashlights; if you must use candles NEVER leave them
unattended; and keep faucets dripping to prevent freezing. Keep an extra eye on infants and frail elderly, they
are most prone to changes in temperature.

6. After the storm: continue to listen to the radio for
updates on blocked roads etc., check on neighbors.

2. Assemble a Disaster Supplies Kit: include a first
aid kit and extra essential medications, battery powered
radio and flashlight and extra batteries, canned food and
non-electric can opener for at least 3 days, bottled water
(a gallon per person) for at least 3 days, extra warm/dry
clothing (as above) and blankets, and have your car winterized.

7. If you begin to experience any health-related
issues, i.e., frostbite, hypothermia etc., call emergency
911 immediately.
This information is brought to you by the Niles
Healthy Community
Partnership. For further information,
please contact Niles
Family Services at
847-588-8460.

3. Know the terms: WATCH means storm is
possible, Winter Storm WARNING means it's heading
your way, Blizzard WARNING means strong winds,
blinding snow, dangerous wind chills expected. Seek
shelter immediately.
Village of Niles Newsletter
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Public Saf e ty
Be Safe This Holiday Season

Disaster Preparedness for Pets

By Deputy Chief Charles Giovannelli

By Animal Control Officer Peter Babikan

Every year families are forced to make the
gut-wrenching decision to leave a pet behind
in the aftermath of a natural disaster. Pet
owners must be prepared with a pet friendly “evacuation
plan.” The Department of Homeland Security, the Humane
Society and the American Society for Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals recommend these three basic steps:
1. Prepare a Pet Emergency Supply Kit - 3 days of
food in a sealed container; 3 days of water; a supply of medicines and medical records; a collar with current rabies tag and
ID with a copy of identification papers (microchipping your
pet as a form of permanent identification); a carrier that allows
your pet to stand, turn around and lie down. Cats should have
a small litter box inside; and finally, a basic pet friendly First
Aid Kit.
2. Plan Your Actions in the Event of an Emergency Decide in advance where you will go if you must evacuate and

The Niles Police Department has several
suggestions to help you make this a safe and
happy holiday season:
* Be careful around strangers in public places.
* Be in complete control of your wallet, purse, bags, etc.
* Lock your vehicle and place valuables in the trunk and/or
storage area of the vehicle.
* Park in illuminated areas whenever possible.
* Pay special attention to your children, the elderly and their
whereabouts when shopping.
* Drive carefully in poor weather and fasten your seat belts.
* Call the Police if you need assistance and/or service.
For ALL Emergency Calls: DIAL 911.
For ALL Non-Emergency Service Calls: Dial 847-5886500, 847-588-6510 or 847-588-6512. This call will be forwarded to the front desk of the Niles Police Department.

understand that not all shelters will allow pets; try preplanning with nearby friends or relatives who may care
for the pets and agree upon at least two possible meeting
locations.
3. Stay Informed - Know the types of emergencies
you may need to prepare for in your area.

Niles Free Bus
“Here to Stay”
Support Public
Transportation

To get further information on disaster preparedness,
you can visit these websites: www.hsus.org,
www.aspca.org, www.ready.gov.

Outdoor Fireplaces
By Deputy Fire Chief Borkowski

The Village of Niles has
passed an ordinance that
allows for use of outdoor fireplaces.
These fireplaces are sold at local stores
and can be used at residences in Niles. It
is important for residents to be aware of
and to follow the rules of use for these
fireplaces. The following is taken directly from the ordinance and outlines the
guidelines required for use. Please
follow these guidelines so that you may
safely enjoy them without imposing
upon your neighbors.
The use of outdoor fireplaces shall be
permitted for recreational fires. Outdoor
fireplaces are defined as outdoor fires
utilized for the cooking of food for
Village of Niles Newsletter

human consumption or outdoor fireplace
pit, subject to the following conditions
and regulations.
a. All outdoor fireplaces are to be
assembled following the manufacturer's
requirements. The lid and screen must
be in place when in use.
b. When in use, the outdoor fireplace
shall be placed on a non-combustible
surface and positioned away from any
structure or combustible object.
c. Only seasoned hard woods shall be
used. Rubbish, refuse, yard waste and
the like shall not be burned.
d. Fires must be maintained at a
reasonable size. Smoke emitted from
the outdoor fireplace shall not infringe
on any neighbor's health, safety, comfort,
or quiet enjoyment of their residence.
e. The outdoor fireplace must be
6

attended to by an adult at all times.
f. All fires shall be immediately
extinguished when finished.
g. Outdoor fireplaces shall not be
utilized during periods of high wind
velocity.
h. A portable fire extinguisher, pail of
water, or connected garden hose shall be
kept near the outdoor fireplace while in
use.
i. Any fires
which are
deemed a nuisance or a hazard
by the Village of
Niles fire or
police departments must be
extinguished upon request or demand of
either department.
Winter 2007/2008

Public Ser vices
Recycling Cart Rental
$27.00 a Year
Do you find that your
18-gallon recycling bin is
just not big enough for all
of your recycling? Do you find it difficult to carry your full bin to the curb? Do you find that
your recycling gets blown out of the bin on windy days?
Through an agreement with the Village of Niles, Groot
Industries will rent residents a “heavy-duty” 65-gallon
Groot Recycling Cart for only $2.25 per month or $27 per
year. The recycling carts are specially designed for the
hydraulic lifts on Groot trucks. Call Groot today to order.

Call Groot Today
for a Recycling Cart!
1-800-244-1977
Electronics Recycling
By The Village Environmental Committee

There are now two
places that Village of
Niles residents may
take their old PCs and
general electronics.

Recycling Solutions and OfficeMax
retail stores are also teaming up to
provide an environmentally friendly
electronics recycling program. Just
bring your old electronics to a local
OfficeMax store for recycling. A $5
to $20 fee will apply based on the
type of equipment being recycled.

We have already informed you
that the Solid Waste Agency of
Northern Cook County (SWANCC)
will come to your doorstep and
collect your obsolete electronics for a
nominal fee. To set up a collection,
contact SWANCC at 847-724-9205
or check out their website at
www.swancc.org.

OfficeMax will be offering an
incentive to anyone who brings
equipment to the store to be recycled.
Consumers who bring their equipment to be recycled will receive an
instant-off manufacturer’s coupon
that is equal to or greater than the
recycling fee.

In addition to SWANCC, SIMS

According to Scott Lindberg, vice
president of Sales for SIMS

Village of Niles Newsletter

7

AT&T U-verse
Competition for Cable & Satellite

The State of Illinois has opened the
door for AT&T to provide competitive
video services. Currently, a Village of
Niles resident may subscribe to Comcast
or a Satellite Dish company (such as Dish
Network or DirecTV) for video services,
but soon residents will have more of a
choice.
Prior to AT&T offering this new
combined video, internet, and phone
service to residents, the company must
first upgrade their current system. This
will require AT&T personnel to work
within Village right-of-way and utility
easements in and around homes.
AT&T's new product will be called UVerse. What is AT&T U-verse? It is a
suite of Internet Protocol-based products
and services which includes U-Verse
television and high-speed Internet access
delivered over a broadband network. UVerse will be available in Niles in
mid-2008.
If you experience problems during this
upgrade or experience workers without
identification, call the Niles Village Hall
at 847-588-8005.

Recycling Solutions, all electronics
brought in for recycling will be
shredded, reduced to their individual
commodities and completely
recycled.

Winter 2007/2008

niles

fitness

December 10th to 14th

PURCHASE A NEW ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
FROM DECEMBER 10TH - 14TH (5 DAYS ONLY) TO RECEIVE

A 1985 CHICAGO BEARS COLOR TEAM PICTURE
AUTOGRAPHED BY FRED CAITO
1985 CHICAGO BEARS TRAINER
CALL US FOR DETAILS 847-588-8400

www.nilesfitness.com

offer expires: December 14, 2007

terms and conditions apply
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