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Older adults get into the act online

As May ends, we’re wrapping up Older Americans Month, with its theme
“get into the act.” But it’s not too late
for older Americans to get into the act
online. If you’re an older adult who’s
active online (or maybe you know
one), here are some online safety tips
to share.
Beware of online scams.


Don’t open attachments, click
links or respond to email from
senders you don’t know.



Use social networks more safely. Look for “settings” or “options”
in services like Facebook to manage who can see your profile or
photos.

Are you comfortable with technology?
Share
your
knowledge.
Stop.Think.Connect. and OnguardOnline.gov give you tools to use in
presentations. Or use Net Cetera to
chat with your children or grandchildren about being online.
Protect your personal information
online.
Before you enter financial information, make sure the website has
“https” (the ‘s’ is for secure) or a
picture of a padlock in the address
bar.
Use strong passwords. That
means at least ten characters with
upper and lower case letters, numbers and symbols. Don’t use the
same password for every account.

Know someone who doesn’t want to
bother with technology? Getting
online can reduce isolation and increase independence – sharing photos, video conferencing with loved
ones, reading, shopping, or watching favorite movies. Several nonprofit organizations provide handson technology training for older
adults, including AARP TEK and
OASIS Connections.
Share these tips and resources with
someone you know. Get into the act

Paying your friends through an app?
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Imagine you’re at a restaurant with your
friend. She pays the check, and says you can
pay her back. Do you:
1. write an IOU on a napkin?
2. pull out a wad of cash and give her
exact change?
3. take out your phone and pay her
through a mobile payment app?
If you answered 3), this post is for you.
Like apps that let you pay at stores with your
phone, “peer-to-peer” payment services can
be a convenient way to pay friends. But before you use one — or use one again —
check the app’s settings for available security
features.
Here are some features to consider to make
your account less vulnerable:
 Two-factor authentication: This requires you to enter a password plus
something else — like a code sent to
your phone — to prove it’s really you.
 Pin code: Look at creating a pin to send

a payment — like a pin you might use at
an ATM.
 Social media permissions: If a payment
service is linked to social media, it could
broadcast your payment history to your
network, so make sure you check those
permissions.


As with any kind of money transfer, make
sure you know who you’re dealing with before
you send any money. Also, know that setting
up your payment account with a credit card
could offer extra protections.
Check your account statements regularly.
That way, you can make sure someone else
isn’t using your account and running up the
bill. If you find unauthorized charges, report
them to the payment service right away. And
if your phone is lost or stolen, treat it like you
would a lost credit or debit card, and learn
how to remotely cut off access to your account so someone else can’t use it.
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Charitable Gifts-in-kind FAQ
When you think about donating to
a charity, you may think about donating money. But there’s another
type of donation you may not be
aware of — gifts-in-kind.

watchdogs.

What are gifts-in-kind?
They are any non-cash donation
from individuals and businesses to
a charity. Common examples are
food, clothing, prescription drugs,
equipment and medical supplies.
How are gifts-in-kind used?
Charities give the products directly
to those in need or to other charities for redistribution.
Are charities required to report
gifts-in-kind like they report
cash donations?
Charities are required to report
their donations and program expenses on filings with the IRS
(Form 990) and state agencies.
Schedule M of the Form 990 contains information about gifts-inkind. The Form 990 and/or financial reports should be available
from the charity, online with your
state, or at guidestar.org.

But not all charities accurately
report the value of gifts-in-kind.
How could false reporting of
gifts-in-kind affect potential
donors like me?
A charity might mark-up the value
of goods to make their organization appear more financially successful than it really is. This helps
the organization hide high fundraising and administrative costs,
since they then appear to be a
smaller percent of overall expenses than they actually are.
This may falsely increase an organization’s ranking by charity

Is there any way to effectively
measure the legitimacy of a
charity?
When used and reported as intended, gifts-in-kind can be an important part of a charity’s programs. Worthy causes get much
needed supplies, donors may get a
tax deduction, and items that might
otherwise be destroyed or discarded are put to good use. Charity
watchdog groups, like the Better
Business Bureau's (BBB) Wise
Giving Alliance, Charity Navigator,
Charity Watch, and GuideStar, say
you can measure an organization
by the way it spends its cash.
Cash typically comes directly from
individual donors. If a charity is using gifts-in-kind to inflate its operations and then spends most of its
cash to pay executives or cover
operating expenses, this should
raise red flags, and you may want
to consider donating to a different
organization.

Join the Citizen’s Police Academy
The Citizen Police Academy is a tenweek program held once a year and
is designed to give the participants a
working knowledge of the Niles Police Department. The program consists of a series of classes and discussions once a week, on a designated evening from 6:30 pm until
9:30 pm. Enrolment is limited. The
class will provide an in depth view of
the various aspects of law enforcement. This is a very educational and
informative program that allows the
citizens an opportunity to learn more
about the issues that affect law enforcement in the Village of Niles.
Classes start every fall.
Who can Attend and Why?
When residents take a personal interest in their community and the
protection of their neighborhoods,

to all Niles residents, business owners or those who are employed within the geographical borders of the
Village of Niles. That are 21 years of
age or older. Class size is limited.
There is NO COST to anyone who
enrolls in the academy.
Curriculum covered includes
they will enjoy a safer and closer
relationship with their neighbors.
Community Oriented Policing plays
an important and vital role in overall
reduction of crime in any community. The Niles Police Department has
instituted the Citizens Police Academy in order to improve our community. It is our hope that all the graduates will become partners with us
in identifying problems and solutions
to those crime issues in our village.
The Citizens Police Academy is open












Department Overview & Tour
Patrol Procedures & Traffic Stops
Traffic & DUI Enforcement
Firearms & Range Master
Crime Scene Processing
Volunteers In Policing
School Resource Program
Criminal Investigations
Crime Free Housing and
Patrol Ride-A-Long Program

Simply submit the application or go
online to http://goo.gl/d7ZCEJ

