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Spring 2020

It’s time for the 2020 Census. It’s easy, safe,
and important. See page 5 inside.
Also in this edition: New vehicle sticker information p. 3
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a letter from Mayor Przybylo:
To Niles Residents and
Businesses,

neighbors, and talk to your officials. Join us at a Board
Meeting for public comment. I know neighbors enjoy the
festivals, the block parties, the Cycling Classic, and are
Spring has nearly sprung, after a excited about new developments. We need those voices
not-so-bad winter here in Niles. I of support to chime in among the nay-sayers. I respect
hope the new year finds you and and support all residents and their points of view. But
your family in good health and it is important that we hear from everyone, so that the
excited for the new growth and proverbial squeaky wheel does not get all of the grease.
possibilities of spring.
The theme of making your voice heard brings me to my
In this message, I want to talk to second important point. Every day I meet others who
you about two things that are very important to me. First care about our community as much as I do. They often
is the need to continue to be vigilant and progressive about ask, “What can I do to make a difference?” This year, the
the Village of Niles’ finances. As hopefully all of you know, answer is easy.
we are an exceptional community when it comes to the
services provided to our residents. We have a free bus, a You can make a difference by participating in the 2020
Teen Center, a Senior Center and social services that bring Census. That’s because the Census informs how billions of
an overall well-being to our Village. We also run these dollars are allocated every year to health clinics, schools,
noteworthy services with extremely low property taxes. affordable housing, and hundreds of other critical
While we must be fiscally responsible at all times, these services and programs that make a difference in our lives
exceptional services are benefits that the people of Niles every day. It only takes a few minutes, but the impact
want and deserve, and therefore they cannot be cut. So the will be felt for years. When you receive an invitation
only way to keep property taxes low for residents is to keep from the U.S. Census Bureau, as early as March 12 for
some residents, please complete the simple questionnaire
our sales tax revenue high. It is simple math.
online, by phone, or by mail.
With in-store retail sales declining, we need to be
aggressive to find new revenue sources and new ways to And the Census only occurs once every ten years, so
draw tourism and shopping into Niles. To that end, I am don’t miss out on your chance to make a difference. Shape
pushing aggressively to expand economic drivers. We have your future, and the future of your neighbors in Niles.
new TIF districts along Milwaukee Avenue which will We are a diverse community ethnically, ideologically,
spur growth. I believe it is imperative to continue hosting economically, etc., and we need all voices and people to
festivals at Golf Mill Park, which has beautiful designs for count and be counted. For more information, see page 5
renovations to make it a regional destination. We must also of this newsletter, or visit 2020census.gov.
remain steadfast in our drive to see the area surrounding In closing, keep sharing the spirit and character of
our Leaning Tower developed into an entertainment Niles, and do what you can to grow our community and
district. The bells atop the Leaning Tower have been celebrate with your neighbors. I ask you to watch my
restored and will soon be ringing once again. When you recent State of the Village Address at ww.vniles.com/ntv
see the community gather for the grand reopening of the or on Comcast channel 6 to learn more about where our
Tower, it won’t take too much imagination to see how the Village is going. Do be sure to complete your civic duty by
site can draw millions of dollars to our Village and our voting this month, either during convenient early voting
economy.
at our Village Hall, or on election day at your assigned
There are those who doubt these economic drivers, but polling place.
to those doubters I say that innovation is rarely easy, risk Until summer,
is necessary for reward, and the comfort of status quo is
the great deceiver. Status quo will not be enough for our
future. I implore you, the members of the community, to Andrew Przybylo
speak up for the kind of Niles you want to see. Talk to your Mayor, Village of Niles
VNILES.COM
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FROM THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT
Vehicle Sticker Changes

2020 Vehicle Stickers are set to go on sale June 1, 2020.
In addition to regular business hours (8:30 A.M. to 5:00
P.M. Monday through Friday) the Finance Department
at Village Hall will be open on Saturday, June 20 and
Saturday, June 27 for residents to purchase their vehicle
stickers. Vehicle Stickers are valid from July 1, 2020 to
June 30, 2021.
The Village has made some changes
to the fees and the process for
obtaining a Vehicle Sticker. Seniors
who have a pre-printed application
with an age of 62 or older on the
application are no longer required
to show proof of identification. This
change will allow senior applicants
The 2020 vehicle license to mail payment to the Village, pay
will be a new “easy peel” online, or in person without proof
sticker.
of I.D. Please note: If you turned
age 62 during the prior year and your application does
not show your age, you must still show identification
once to obtain the senior discount.
The Village has secured a new software program that
allows online payments in the form of a debit or credit
card. The system is called V-Pay and can be found on
the Village’s website. There is no additional fee to use
the online V-Pay system to pay for your stickers. You
may also continue to mail in payments with the preprinted return envelope.
Fees for most vehicle licenses have been increased.
Passenger vehicles are $50. The increase will allow for
the timely replacement of vehicles throughout many
departments. Senior discounted vehicle licenses have
not increased and remain $10. For a listing of all new
fees, please see the chart below:
Vehicle Licenses for 2020-2021
License Fee Vehicle Type
$ 10.00 Senior passenger vehicle
$ 50.00 Passenger car, ambulance or hearse
$120.00 Truck Weight Under 8000 lbs (B)
$120.00 Truck Weight Over 8000 lbs
$ 40.00 Motorcycle, motorized bike
$ 65.00 Taxi License
$ 50.00 Recreational Vehicles, R.V.
$ 80.00 Tow Trucks
$ 80.00 Bus
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village hall news
FROM THE VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene Victorine, Village Clerk
(847) 588-8003
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION
Tuesday, March 17, 2020
EARLY VOTING AT NILES VILLAGE HALL
(March 2 through March 16)
You may vote early, in person, at Niles Village Hall on
the following dates:
Monday-Friday
• March 2-March 6
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
• March 9-March 13
9:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.
Saturday
• March 7 & March 14
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Sunday
• March 8 & March 15
10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Monday
• March 16
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Any suburban Cook County voter may vote at
any suburban Cook County Early Voting Site.
Government-issued photo ID is not required but is
helpful and speeds up the process to verify the voter’s
registration address or signature.
REGISTER TO VOTE
If you have not yet registered to vote, you can register
at any Early Voting site and on Election Day; however,
you must vote at the same time. Please note that any
voter who needs to register for the first time or file an
address change must present two forms of ID, one of
which shows the voter’s current address.
ELECTION DAY
Anyone voting on Election Day must vote at his or
her assigned polling place. Hours are 6:00 A.M. to
7:00 P.M. Please note that Niles Village Hall is NOT
an Election Day polling place.
Verify your voter information, find your polling
place, view your sample ballot and get information
on working on Election Day as a paid Election Judge
at www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections.
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GREEN NILES

Environmental Action Plan Update

The Niles Environmental Action Plan serves as a road
map for the Village and its various stakeholder groups
(residents, business owners, developers, institutions, etc.)
to take action toward achieving a sustainable future. To
date, the Village is happy to report that 69% of the EAP
recommendations have been implemented or are in
progress.

Textile Recycling Reminder

Niles’ textile recycling program,
provided by Simple Recycling,
offers free year-round curbside
textile collection on the same
day as your recycling pickup day
(Thursday or Friday). Textile bags
are placed out with residents’
regular garbage and recycling
containers on their normal pickup
day and pickup location. Some
small electronics can also be
recycled through this program.
All items should be placed in the
orange bags. Textile recycling pickup follows the same
holiday schedule as Groot Industries. For a full list of
acceptable materials, visit www.vniles.com and select
“Recycling” under the Village Services menu. If you have
a question about the program, you can contact Simple
Recycling at (866) 835-5068 or simplerecycling.com.
If you are in need of extra textile recycling bags, please
contact Public Works at (847) 588-7900.

Battery Recycling

Are your Christmas devices
running low on battery? Make
sure you’re disposing of batteries
properly. Alkaline and lithium
single-use
batteries
look
amazingly similar and the only
way to know is to read the label.
Single-use alkaline batteries are
“non-hazardous” and may be
safely disposed of with normal
household
waste.
Lithium
batteries need to be separated
from the common alkaline and
other consumer batteries before
being disposed. Rechargeable
batteries can contain mercury
and other heavy metals and
should be recycled through a special battery recycling
program. To avoid the risk of cross-contact of battery
terminals, which can cause a spark and create a fire, place
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a piece of tape over each terminal or contact point. Never
put batteries in a curbside recycling cart.

Upcoming Electronics Recycling Event

On Saturday, March 14, visit Public Works for an
E-recycling event. From 9:00 A.M. to noon, Niles residents
are welcome to dispose of their electronics at Niles Public
Works, 6849 W. Touhy Avenue. Below is a list of accepted
items. This collection is for Niles residents only. Please
contact (847) 588-7900 for more information:
• Mp3 Players
• Cable Receivers
• Cell Phones
• Portable Digital
Assistants (PDAs)
• Computer Cables
• Computer Monitors
• Satellite Receivers
• Computers (Desktop,
• Scanners
• Televisions
Notebook, Tablet)
• Video Game Consoles
• Converter Boxes
• Desktop Printers
• Video Recorders/
Players
• Fax Machines
• Zip Drives
• Mice Or Keyboards

Farm On Franks
Community Garden

Applications to rent a
garden plot for 2020 are
currently being accepted.
Applications should be
submitted by March 20.
However,
the
Village
will accept applications after this date if plots are still
available. Applications are available online at vniles.
com/farmonfranks, or in person at
Village Hall. Plot rental fee is $25 for
residents and $30 for non-residents.
As a Farm on Franks gardener, you’ll
also enjoy educational opportunities
provided by the University of Illinois
Master Gardeners, as well as a
community of friendly gardeners
to learn from and share knowledge
with. For any questions on Farm
on Franks, please visit the Village’s
website or contact the Village at
(847) 588-8010 or ea@vniles.com.

Green Initiatives Tour

As spring approaches, if you are
looking for a retreat, check out the
Village of Niles’ many sustainable
sites: Niles Pollinator Garden, Niles
Community Rain Garden, Farm on Franks Community
Garden, or the Neva or Oak Park bioswales. For more
information, visit our website: www.vniles.com/green.
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fire and police departments
Learn CPR

Are you CPR certified? Are you
interested in learning what can
literally be a life-saving skill? The
Niles Fire Department offers two
different CPR classes, one designed for the everyday
emergency geared towards babysitters, teachers,
students, etc. and one geared towards pre-hospital and
in-facility health care providers. Classes start March
10, 2020 and run through November 10, 2020. Contact
the Niles Fire Department at (847) 588-6800 for more
information.

Learn to use Fire
Extinguishers

Have you ever looked at a fire
extinguisher and wondered
what it would be like to use
it on an actual fire? The Niles
Fire Department offers Basic
Fire Extinguisher Training.
Participants will have the
opportunity to use actual fire
extinguishers and extinguish live fire which is controlled
with our interactive prop. This will provide participants
with the framework to be comfortable using a fire
“Be Alarmed”
The Niles Fire Department is extinguisher should the opportunity arise. To schedule
participating in the “Be Alarmed a class for your group or organization or to learn more
about the program contact District Chief Guerino at
Smoke Alarm Installation Program”
designed to place smoke alarms into (847) 588-6806.
at-risk homes, free of charge, within the Village. This
Fire Safety Tip of the Quarter
program aims to reduce the number of fire related Talk with your family members about a fire escape plan
injuries and deaths and educate citizens about home fire in the home and practice the plan at least twice per year.
safety. If you would like the Niles Fire Department to
Scott’s Law
install working smoke alarms inside your home, please
As of January 1, 2017, the Move Over Law now applies
call District Chief Guerino at (847) 588-6806 to learn
to all vehicles that display flashing emergency lights,
more about this program.
including commercial trucks and cars; the law is no
longer limited to authorized emergency vehicles—i.e.
Dryer Safety Do’s and Don’ts
police vehicles, ambulances and fire trucks.
Do’s:
• Have your dryer installed and serviced by a licensed An authorized emergency vehicle under Scott’s Law,
professional;
includes ANY vehicle authorized by law to be equipped
• Make sure your outdoor dryer vent opens when with oscillating, rotating or flashing lights under section
12-215 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, while the owner or
your dryer is running;
• Ensure the lint trap is cleaned before or after each operator of the vehicle is engaged in his or her official
duties.
load of laundry.
Scott’s Law, 625 ILCS 5/11-907(c), mandates that upon
Don’ts:
• Please avoid running your dryer after you go to bed approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle,
when the authorized emergency vehicle is giving a
or when you are not home;
signal by displaying alternately flashing red, red and
• Ensure that the space around your dyer is clear of
white, blue, or red and blue lights or amber or yellow
clutter;
warning lights, a person who drives an approaching
• Please avoid placing any items containing flammable vehicle shall:
substances such as oils, gasolines, or solvents in or • reduce your speed;
near your dryer.
• change lanes if possible;
• proceed with due caution.

6

Fire Station #2
8360 W. Dempster Street
(847) 588-6800

Police Department
7000 W. Touhy Avenue
(847) 588-6500

From Community Development: Permit FAQ

Crime Free Housing Classes

If you rent residential property, from
a single family home to a multi-family
building you are required by Village
Ordinance to attend and complete a
Crime Free Housing Class. The 4-hour
class is required for all property
owners or managers to complete. The
courses are offered free and monthly
throughout the year. All property
owners/managers are required to
complete this course prior to renting
any residential property. Once you
have completed this course you will
only need to take an online course
once every three years. This course will
cover changes in Village ordinances
and local and state laws. The course
will take approximately 45 minutes
to complete and you will need access
to the internet. To register for the
4-hour course, type this link into your
browser: https://bit.ly/2Koc0Xr.

As spring arrives and thoughts turn to home improvement projects, be prepared
with proper permits prior to beginning your projects.

1.) What projects require a permit?
Most building and engineering construction or repair work requires a
permit. All permitted work/repairs must be inspected by the Village to
ensure the work conforms to all adopted codes and standards.
2.) Who do I call regarding permits?
Community Development Department staff is available to answer questions
and guide you through the entire permitting process. Call (847) 588-8040
or visit the Community Development Permits page at www.vniles.com.
3.) What steps can I take to reduce my permit processing time?
You can help expedite the process by making sure that the information you
submit is clear and complete.
4.) What documents are required to obtain a permit?
Informational pamphlets outlining document requirements are available
at Village Hall (1000 Civic Center Drive) as well as on the Community
Development Permits page at www.vniles.com. If your desired project is
not included on the list, department staff is available to discuss all facets of
your home improvement project.
5.) My project is outside of my home. Do I still need a permit?
Yes, permits are required for indoor AND outdoor projects. Exterior
projects such a sheds, fences, pools, patios, driveways, etc. require
submittal of a plat of survey, indicating the exact location of the proposed
work, along with the application form.
6.) How is obtaining a permit beneficial for me as a property owner?
When you obtain a permit, the Village inspects all work to ensure every
aspect of the project is constructed properly and safely. These inspections
protect the property owner’s health and welfare and assure that work is
compliant with Village codes.

•

•

•

Police Department
Important Dates

Saturday, March 7, 8:00 A.M. to
10:00 A.M. - Coffee with a Cop at
Kappy’s (NW corner of Harlem
and Dempster)
Friday, May 15, 6:00 A.M. to
2:00 P.M. - Cop on a Rooftop for
Illinois Special Olympics (all four
Dunkin’ Donuts locations)
Sunday, June 7, 10:00 A.M. to 11:00
A.M. - Law Enforcement Torch
Run for Illinois Special Olympics

7.) Will obtaining a permit save me time and money?
Obtaining permits will safeguard against having to redo work that is not
code compliant, which wastes time and money.
8.) How long does it take to apply for a permit?
Applying for a permit is an easy process which takes about ten to fifteen
minutes at Village Hall. Make sure all information is filled out in the
appropriate applications to expedite your process.
9.) I hired a contractor. Who should apply for permits?
The Village recommends that your contractor apply for all applicable
Village permits with the Village. Ask questions and maintain open
communication with your contractor and Village inspectors. At the end
of your project, obtain a receipt from the contractor as proof of payment
in full.
10.) What is the cost for Building and Engineering permits?
A complete list of permit fees is available by calling the Community
Development Department at 847-588-8040 or by visiting the Community
Development Permits page at www.vniles.com.
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public works

Flood Safety

Do not walk or drive through flowing water. Six inches of
moving water can knock you off your feet. In areas where
the water is not flowing, use a pole or stick to ensure that
the ground is still there.
Beware of power lines and electrical wires. Electrical
current can travel through water. Report downed
power lines to ComEd at (800) 334-7661. Turn off your
electricity if your home is flooded, or call an electrician.
Be alert for gas leaks. Use a flashlight to inspect for
damage. Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns or open
flames unless you know the gas has been turned off and
thoroughly aired out. If you have questions on gas, call
NICOR Gas at (888) 642-6748.
Cleaning up water damage? Take good care of yourself.
Clean everything that got wet. Wear gloves and boots.
Wash your hands frequently during clean up. Throw out
spoiled food and flooded cosmetics and medicines. Only
use gasoline-powered machines outdoors; the carbon
monoxide in exhaust is deadly.

National Flood
Insurance Program

•

drainage issues or potential flooding sources.
Flood depth information for an area.

There is a “FEMA Map Service Center” online at
www.msc.fema.gov to assist you in determining if your
property is in the floodplain. If you need help navigating
this website, or if you have any flooding or drainage
problems on your property, contact the Engineering
Department at (847) 588-7900. Staff will be happy to
assist. Elevation Certificates are available online at
www.vniles.com.

Howard Street Project

The Howard Street Project is nearing the halfway point of
an approximate two year endeavor. The accomplishments
thus far include the replacement of watermain from Odell
Avenue to Lehigh Avenue and the Nordica-Howard
Storm Sewer Project. Niles is also working with the many
utility companies to complete their projects ahead of the
final roadway restoration. People’s Gas has been working
through the winter on transmission gas main installation
from Harlem to Caldwell. The gas project will continue
over the next few months. The scheduled completion
dates include finishing the Caldwell intersection in
February, the river crossing in March, construction
along Caldwell from Howard to Vapor Lane in March,
the Waukegan intersection in February/March, and the
Harlem intersection in March. Nicor is also scheduled
to replace sections of the Howard distribution gas main
this spring.

Administered by FEMA
If you live in a floodplain or flood
prone area and do not have flood
insurance, talk to your insurance
agent.
Most homeowner’s
insurance policies do not cover damage from floods.
Niles is part of the National Flood Insurance Program and
its residents are able to obtain flood insurance. Remind
your agent that Niles’ Community Rating System score
of 5 entitles you up to a 25% discount. If your building is
located in the floodplain, the purchase of flood insurance Rendering of Howard Street rehabilitation project.
is mandatory if using a federally regulated/insured lender After the advance underground work is complete, the
for a loan.
Howard rehabilitation project will start in late spring.
As a public service the Village will provide the following Howard Street will be transformed into a multifunctional
information upon request:
thoroughfare designed to accommodate pedestrian,
• Basic flood map information: whether a property bicycle, and vehicular traffic. The project will near
is in or out of the floodplain, and zone, base flood completion at the end of the 2020 construction season,
elevations, and panel reference information from the with the potential for some minor aspects of the job to
Flood Insurance Rate Map.
be completed in early 2021. The project includes a street
• Additional flood map information including rehabilitation, bike facilities, sidewalk, a reconfigured
floodways and regulatory requirements for roadway section through the residential section of
development in a floodway.
Howard Street, street lighting from Milwaukee to the
• Problems not shown on the FIRM such as local river, and other beautification features.
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NILES

human services

Niles Senior Center
999 Civic Center Drive - (847) 588-8420

This Year Leap Into Fitness
...with the Niles Family
Fitness Center!
3-month membership
special

Paint-A-Thon
Wanted: Houses Seeking Curb Appeal
Saturday, September 19, 2020

Applications are now available for the 34th Annual
Community Paint-A-Thon. If you are a senior and the
exterior of your home and/or garage needs a fresh coat
of paint please consider applying. Restrictions apply.
Once a home is determined eligible, volunteer teams are
matched to do the scraping, priming and painting of the
house at no cost to the homeowner. Contact the Senior
Center for an application or for more information.

Lunch with Us

Lunch with Us is a senior lunch program provided
daily at the Des Plaines Public Library. In partnership
with the Village of Niles, Lunch with Us will now be
held the fourth Saturday of each month at the Niles
Senior Center. The meal is available to all persons 60
years of age and older, and their spouses regardless of
age. Participants are reminded that Lunch with Us is a
donation-based program, and a suggested donation of
$2.00 per meal is greatly appreciated. Doors are open
from 11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M., and lunch is served
between 11:30 A.M. and 12:30 P.M. at the Niles Senior
Center (999 Civic Center Dr. Niles, IL 60714). To RSVP
for Lunch with Us, contact the Senior Center at least
two business days in advance.

Feb 29th-March 31st
Resident $99 /
Non-Resident $109
987 Civic Center Drive
(847) 588-8400

Up to (2) consecutive
memberships can be
purchased. Terms and
conditions apply.

The Village of Niles welcomes
new Teen Center Coordinator
Michael Trevino! Trevino has
a rich career working with
teens in schools and religious
organizations, and is committed
to helping them discover
themselves and become a positive
force of change in the world.
He holds a Master’s Degree in
Organization Development from
Teen Center Coordinator Roosevelt University.
Michael Trevino

Rummage Sale

Saturday, May 2, 9:00 A.M.–1:00 P.M.

Come one, come all to the NSC’s Rummage Sale.
There will be over 40 vendors. $3.00 hot dog lunches
available for purchase, and a 50/50 Raffle to benefit the
Niles Food Pantry. This is a community event and all
are welcomed. If you are interested in reserving a table
please call Jaymi at (847) 588-8420. A $5.00 donation
per table is required at the time of reservation. Space is
limited.

Spring Break Community Events
• Soap Making Class with Arlene Zapata
Tuesday, March 24 10:00 A.M. $35

• Intro to Bead Jewelry with Arlene Zapata
Tuesday, March 24 2:00 P.M. $45
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community calendar
March

Spring Orchestra Concert
Thursday, March 12
6:30 P.M.
Niles West High School
5701 Oakton Street, Skokie

Matilda the Musical

Free Community Performance
Thursday, March 12
10:00 A.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue
(847) 626-2122
Other paid-admission performance
times available March 13 and 14.

Alice in Wonderland
Art Reception

Friday, March 13
5:00 P.M.–6:30 P.M.
Niles-Maine District Library
6960 W. Oakton Street - 3rd Floor

Spring E-Waste Event

Saturday, March 14
9:00 A.M.–12:00 P.M.
Niles Public Works
6849 W. Touhy Avenue
(847) 588-7900
Niles residents only. See page 4.

Choir Concert

Wednesday, March 18
7:30 P.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie

Spring Band Concert

Thursday, March 19
6:30 P.M.
Niles West High School
5701 Oakton Street, Skokie

Evening with the Stars
Friday, March 20
5:30 P.M.–7:30 P.M.
Niles Senior Center
999 Civic Center Drive
(847) 588-8420
Fee involved.

Gallery Reception

Thursday, March 26
5:00 P.M.–7:00 P.M.
Real Estate Institute
6203 W. Howard Street
www.nileschamber.com

Breakfast with Bunny

A Way of Life Ribbon Cutting

Saturday, March 28
9:00 A.M. & 10:30 A.M.
Oasis Fun Center
7877 N. Milwaukee Avenue
(847) 967-6633
www.niles-parks.org
Fee involved.

St. Patty’s Day Skate

Niles Metropolitan Chorus
Concert

Saturday, March 14
10:30 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
9515 N. Milwaukee Avenue
www.nileschamber.com
Sunday, March 15
2:30 P.M.–4:00 P.M.
IceLand
8435 Ballard Road
(847) 967-6633
www.niles-parks.org
Fee Involved.
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Sunday, March 29
3:30 P.M.
St. John Brebeuf Church
8307 N. Harlem Avenue
(847) 966-8145
www.sjbrebeuf.org

April

Al Capone’s Beer Wars
Wednesday, April 1
6:30 P.M.–7:30 P.M.
Niles Historical Society
8970 N. Milwaukee Avenue

“Just For the Fun of It” Jazz
Night
Thursday, April 2
6:30 P.M.
Niles West High School
5701 Oakton Street, Skokie

Spring Egg Scramble

Saturday, April 4
9:30 A.M.–11:00 A.M.
Golf View Recreation Center
7800 N. Caldwell
(847) 967-6633
www.niles-parks.org
Fee involved.

Flashlight Egg Hunt
Wednesday, April 8
7:30 P.M.–8:30 P.M.
Grennan Heights
8255 N. Oketo Avenue
(847) 967-6633
www.niles-parks.org
Fee involved.

Good Friday
Village Facilities Closed
Friday, April 10

Spring Skate

Saturday, April 11
12:30 P.M.–1:45 P.M.
IceLand
8435 Ballard Road
(847) 967-6633
www.niles-parks.org
Fee involved.

Vocal Jazz Festival Concert
with Guest Artist
Saturday, April 18
7:30 P.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie

Parents: Have a child entering kindergarten next year?
Important public school registration information is available online
for District 63 (emsd63.org, in-person registration April 8-9)
and District 64 (d64.org, online pre-enrollment now open).
Learn more about all Niles schools at vniles.com/schools.

Alice in Wonderland

The Niles Artisan Guild’s “Alice in Wonderland” exhibit will be on display at
the Niles-Maine District Library in March and April. A reception will be held
on March 13 from 5:00 P.M. until 6:30 P.M. in the Franklin Gallery on the 3rd
floor. All are welcome! Join the conversation online with #NilesArtsCulture.

Orchestra Concert

Wednesday, April 22
7:00 P.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie

Coming Soon:
Become a neighborhood Advocate!
Look for details this summer.

Rock of Ages (Musical)

Free Community Performance
Thursday, April 23 - 10:00 AM
Niles West High School
5701 Oakton Street, Skokie
(847) 626-2633
Other paid-admission performance
times available April 24 and 25.

Arbor Day Ceremony
Friday, April 24
1:30 P.M.
Nelson School
8901 N. Ozanam Avenue

Annual Niles
Night of Roses Gala

Friday, April 24
5:30 P.M.–11:00 P.M.
Chateau Ritz
9100 N. Milwaukee Avenue
www.nileschamber.com
Fee involved.

Musica Lumina Orchestra
Celebrates Beethoven’s 250th
Sunday, April 26
3:30 P.M.
St. John Brebeuf Church
8307 N. Harlem Avenue
(847) 966-8145
www.sjbrebeuf.org

A Midsummer
Night’s Dream

Free Community Performance
Thursday, April 30 - 10:00 A.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie
(847) 626-2122
Other paid-admission performance
times available.

May

IceLand Ice Show

Friday, May 1–Sunday, May 3
IceLand
8435 Ballard Road
(847) 967-6633
www.niles-parks.org

Jazz & Percussion Concert
Friday, May 8
7:30 P.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie

Public Works Open House
Saturday, May 16
10:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M.
Niles Public Works
6849 W. Touhy Avenue
(847) 588-7900

International Night

Saturday, May 18
6:00 P.M.
Niles North High School
9800 Lawler Avenue, Skokie

Memorial Day
Village Facilities Closed

Monday, May 25
*Refuse and recycling collections
will be delayed by one day the
week of Memorial Day.

Memorial Day Ceremony
Monday, May 25
11:00 A.M.
Veterans Memorial Waterfall
Touhy and Milwaukee Avenue

Promoting Employee Excellence
through Recognition (PEER) Award

Congratulations to Darren Brown of the
Niles Family Services Department, who
received the November 2019 PEER Award!

Water Supply Improvement
Project: 100%

The
Morton
Grove-Niles
Water
Commission has successfully completed
the transition to using 100% Evanston
water for the Niles water supply! Evanston’s
wholesale water rates are lower and stable,
so the Village won’t have to pass on
double-digit Chicago water rate increases
to residents. Primary construction began
in spring 2018, with the water system
partially operational by December 2018.
Now, the system is fully operational and
restoration of pavement along the route
is complete. The massive project has been
recognized as the Public Works Project of
the year by the American Public Works
Association! The Village extends a heartfelt
thanks to all of the government agencies
and contractors involved in this legacy
project, and especially to the residents of
Niles, Morton Grove, Skokie and Evanston
who met construction inconveniences with
patience, recognizing the long-term benefit
of this work.
Left: Team
members of the
Morton GroveNiles Water
Commission
receive an
award from the
American Society
of Civil Engineers
in October 2019.
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Build Up
or Build Out.
Grow Your Home:
A Niles Home
Improvement
Program

Raise the roof
or build a new
addition and
Niles will waive
up to $5,000
in permit fees
It’s easy to apply
You need proof of ownership, an
inspection report, proper zoning
and the application form.*
Space is limited
Offer only available to 20
qualified applicants per year.

*See full details and apply at
vniles.com/home-expansion
Contact Community Development
Director Charles Ostman at
cfo@vniles.com or visit Village Hall

VILLAGE MANAGER
Steven C. Vinezeano

MAYOR
Andrew Przybylo

VILLAGE CLERK
Marlene J. Victorine

TRUSTEES
George D. Alpogianis, John C. Jekot, Danette O’Donovan Matyas
Denise M. McCreery, Craig Niedermaier, Dean Strzelecki
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Business Section
Focus on Niles - Spring 2020

Mr. Melaniphy directed multiple development projects
New Economic
Development Director including lifestyle centers, big box centers, hotels,
John C. Melaniphy III and mixed-use developments. Some of the projects

The Village of Niles
welcomes
John
C.
Melaniphy as its new
Economic
Development
Director. Mr. Melaniphy
has been the Director of
Economic
Development
for the Village of Wheeling
for over 6 years engaged
in all facets of economic
development,
business
Above: Niles’ new Economic
attraction,
business
Development Director, John C. retention, marketing, grant
Melaniphy III.
administration,
market
feasibility analysis and business incubator programs.
Preparation of comprehensive economic development
strategies and implementation plans to meet short
range and long range objectives. Mr. Melaniphy
attracted over $300 million in new development
to the Village of Wheeling with the new Wheeling
Town Center, Northgate Crossing, and Uptown 500
projects, among others. The Wheeling Town Center
was selected as the best suburban development project
in the Chicago Metropolitan Area by the Construction
Industry Service Corporation (CISCO). Economic
Development Director John Melaniphy was invited to
participate in the awards ceremony (pictured here with
award). The Wheeling Town Center is a 110 million,
master-planned, mixed-use development featuring
100,000 square feet of retail space anchored by a CMX
movie theater and 301 luxury residential apartment
units located adjacent to the Wheeling Metra Station.
Melaniphy looks forward to bringing similar levels of
success to Niles.

he has been involved in during his career include the
Mall of America, Navy Pier, Bayshore Town Center,
Easton Town Center, Town Center of Virginia Beach,
Algonquin Galleria, Naperville Galleria, Hilldale Mall,
Collin Creek Mall, Cottonwood Mall, Southridge Mall,
Paradise Mall, Market
Commons of Myrtle
Beach, and many others.
He has assisted numerous
retailers, restaurants, and
entertainment
venues
with their site selection
strategies both nationally
and internationally.
Mr. Melaniphy enjoys
fishing. He spends time
in Lake of the Woods,
Ontario, Canada fishing John Melaniphy poses with an
for musky, walleye, and award received for his prior work
with the Wheeling Town Center
northern pike.
development.

Commission Promotes Community Growth

The Economic Development and Neighborhood
Renewal Commission met recently and discussed a
variety of initiatives including the new Grow Your
Home program, Dine In Niles, Home for the Holidays,
business retention visits, incentives and more. The
Commission is looking to expand outreach into the
Village to further develop a strong sense of community
and to draw new residents and businesses to Niles.

Golf Mill Mall

Economic Development Director John Melaniphy met
with the CEO and Senior Vice President of the Sterling
Organization, the owners of Golf Mill Mall, to discuss
Mr. Melaniphy spent 20 years at Melaniphy & Associates, the status of their redevelopment plans. The timing of
Inc., three years at Mid-America Development Partners the meeting request was perfect since the CEO was in
and four years at the Village of Arlington Heights prior town meeting with a variety of retailers, brokers,
VNILES.COM
|
847.588.8000
|
to joining the Village of Wheeling.
(continued on next page)

Focus on Niles Business Section - Spring 2020
Participate in the 4th of July Parade

Above: Main entrance to Golf Mill Mall.

(continued from previous page)
residential developers, hotel developers and consultants
over the course of a few days. The Sterling Organization
is in the midst of their market and economic feasibility
studies. Ownership also shared preliminary strategies
for the revitalization of Golf Mill Mall with retail,
restaurants, hotels, medical office, entertainment,
residential and recreational facilities. The Village will
work toward a formal redevelopment agreement with
the Sterling Organization in the near future.

Chamber of Commerce

The Niles Chamber of Commerce & Industry held their
7th Annual Leadership and Recognition Luncheon at
Lone Tree Manor Banquets. Mayor Andrew Pryzblo
was the keynote speaker. New Chamber officers were
sworn in and outgoing officers were recognized for their
service to the Village of Niles. Economic Development
Director John Melaniphy was introduced to chamber
membership and provided some remarks. The Mayor’s
speech can be viewed online at www.vniles.com/ntv.
The Chamber hosts another marquee event, the Night
of Roses, on April 24. At this event, awards are given
out to local individuals who have made a significant
impact on the community. For more information
on the awards or to attend the banquet, please visit
www.nileschamber.com.

Business Sponsors—Don’t forget to Budget
for Niles Events

Businesses, organizations, schools, and groups that are
interested in having a float or walking in the 4th of July
Parade are encouraged to apply. Over 10,000 spectators
enjoy this annual family event that steps off at 8:45 A.M.
from Notre Dame College Prep. Be part of the fun,
applications are online at www.vniles.com/parade.

Japanese Consul-General Visits
Village of Niles

On January 29, the Village of Niles welcomed Japanese
Consul-General Kenichi Okada for a meeting with
Mayor Andrew Przybylo. Mr. Okada was recently
appointed as Consul-General of Japan in Chicago, and
is visiting with a number of municipalities in the area to
establish new connections with the community.
The Mayor and senior staff discussed issues of local and
global importance, including major Village projects
and goals for the near future. They discussed some of
the major Japanese corporations in the Chicagoland
area, and the great potential positive economic impact
if Niles would be able to bring such business into the
Village. Those in attendance learned from each other
about issues of social and political significance in each
other’s country, as well as lighter topics such as the
pop culture and music of each nation. The Japanese
representatives were guided throughout Village Hall
for a tour of the building and a description of the many
different operations performed by Village staff.

Niles hosts three major events each year to bring
Pictured: Consul-General of Japan Kenichi Okada
neighbors together, celebrate our community and enjoy
(left) and Niles Mayor Andrew Przybylo (right) at a
time with family and friends:
January 29, 2020 meeting.
• 4th of July Parade (July 4)
• Niles Cycle Classic (July 23)
The Village of Niles is a progressive community
• Holly Jolly Fest (November 28)
that understands the cultural wealth and economic
These events are a great opportunity to support impact that come from international ties and diverse
our community and promote your business! More perspectives. The gathering with the Consul-General
information will be available at vniles.com leading up to of Japan was an exciting and enriching meeting for
the events. Sponsorships range from $2,500–$100 and all involved, fostering not only greater understanding
between cultures, but also sparking new inspiration for
have a variety of marketing opportunities.
future economic development.

